
 

President’s Mid-Year Report 

 

This first semester was full of a great number of responsibilities for the Student Council. 

Thanks to the hard work of all the elected officials, unelected representatives, and advisors, these 

first semester responsibilities grew into fantastic opportunities which allowed for a memorable 

first semester to the 2019-2020 school year. From the beginning, my goals as Student Body 

President were to bring back school pride and to encourage a wider and more diverse group of 

students to get involved. School is already hard enough when it comes to academics, so I view 

the Student Council as a great outlet to fight the monotony of school days and create excitement 

among  the St. Paul’s student body. Throughout the year, I attempted to look at everything the 

council did through the lens of achieving these goals.  

As tradition, the council’s first order of business is to pressure wash the Wolf Dome in 

preparation for the graduation ceremony. This is always a great event for the new board members 

because it gives them experience together doing a tangible task that they can see from start to 

finish. This helps as we plan future events through the summer because it gives the members 

insight on how this council works together as a team. Special thanks to all elected officials and 

representatives who helped with this event, especially Callan Danenhower for blessing us with 

some encouraging dance moves. 

After the council met right before the school year commenced, we turned our eyes on the 

Back to School Dance (BTSD) and our Underclassmen/Upperclassmen Homecomings. This 

year, since the 10th-12th graders went to SSA for BTSD, the council was left in charge of the 



8th/9th grade BTSD. This meant the council was in charge of the 8th Grade Social. As a council, 

we coerced the two schools to have awkward first conversations and interactions with each other 

through games and Tik-Tok dances (it was painful to watch), yet it was a huge success because it 

made dancing to music with each other seem like no big deal at all. This was the first 8th/9th 

Grade BTSD I have seen where the two schools actually mingled with each other rather than 

staring/hiding from each other from other sides of the room. Thanks to Ben Barousse, Marco 

Vargas, Sam Avenel, Alvin Marks, Davis Lagarde, Ben Schwing, Ethan Wilson, and Jack Bedell 

for helping with the event. When it came to the Homecoming Dances, the council decided to not 

change too much about the dances’ structure. We hired a new DJ who received great feedback 

from the students, so we are looking to hire him again for future dances. Homecoming was a 

busy week for the board, and the dance would not have been possible without the coordination 

and help from Mrs. Case and Dr. D’hemecourt. 

Homecoming week is always a highlight of the year for the St. Paul’s community, but 

this year was truly something special. For all 5 years I have been at St. Paul’s, Pep Rallies have 

always been underwhelming. Year after year, I have witnessed every student council attempt to 

fix this issue because it truly is a sad thing. Pep Rallies are supposed to be the cornerstone of a 

student’s school pride. It is supposed to be a time of (literally) rallying together in support of St. 

Paul’s. Before this year's annual Homecoming Pep Rally with SSA, an idea may have saved Pep 

Rallies and school spirit as a whole. David Schmitt and I were meeting with Principal Trevor 

Watkins, who was a former St. Paul’s cheerleader, about the issue with modern Pep Rallies. 

Throughout the meeting Mr. Watkins went on to explain how vibrant and lively Pep Rallies once 

were at St. Paul’s back in the day. I cannot take credit for the newfound success of Pep Rallies 



because it truly was Mr. Watkins who begged for us to take his advice and follow the same 

format from back in his days as a student. The new format got rid of distracting games, became 

more applicable to sports events by teaching cheers, and helped channel the rowdy nature of all 

900 teenage students towards school spirit. Many teachers and students from both SSA and St. 

Paul’s shared that they believed the Homecoming Pep Rally was the best Pep Rally they have 

ever attended. This turning point in school pride could not have been achieved without the help 

of Mr. Moran, Mr. Watkins, Alvin Marks, Deuce Monteiro, Joey Keller, Cole Ulfers, Evan 

Ulfers, Coach Pereira, Luke Vargas, and so many more. The council decided to keep this new 

format thanks to its success, and applied it to two more Pep Rallies which were also successful.  

Field Day this year followed the same mold as years past with an hour and twenty minute 

recess/ lunch for students. Some students refer to this event as their favorite all year long due to 

the competitive spikeball, basketball, corn hole, tug of war, inflatable relays, and more. This part 

of Homecoming Day was a huge success thanks to Daphne Robichaux from Kona Ice, Brian 

Logarbo and his Entrepreneurship Class, and Sergeant Pressley.  

Another small yet effective measure the Student Council implemented for football season 

was the installation of plastic trash cans on the fence of the Student Section. This small act, along 

with the distribution of “shakers”, brought a whole new level of rhythm and intensity from the 

Student Section. This received very positive feedback from coaches, players, and fans at football 

games.  

Although the council was responsible for a number of other events throughout the 

semester, the last “big event” was the annual celebration of Luminarias. 8th Graders Jacob 

Strecker and Patrick Kilgore pushed for the word “Pax” to be the theme for this year’s 



celebration. Luke Vargas gave an inspiring reflection at the events prayer service, jokingly 

highlighted how “Pax” which means peace, is a horrible way to describe the organization of the 

1600 bags of candles across St. Paul’s. He said, “It can be absolute chaos, kids are running 

around all over the school, slinging sand at each other and driving up and down campus with 

people in the beds of their trucks. And then, just when you don’t think it can get any crazier, we 

give the kids lighters?” Funny stuff Luke, but the key phrase in that speech is, “It can be absolute 

chaos,'' because this year, thanks to the leadership of Senior-Class President Blake Bollinger, the 

event was actually executed very efficiently. Yes, St. Paul’s students still managed to be wild 

and goof off during the set-up, but that’s all apart of what makes the Luminarias tradition so 

special. Huge thanks to Lucas Isolani, Davis Lagarde, Alvin Marks, Blake Bollinger, my Dad 

(He dropped off Chick-Fil-A to me mid-way through setup), and Roger Bacon.  

This past semester was hopefully full of many great memories for the students, teachers, 

and anyone else involved in the St. Paul’s community. For the Student Council, the semester was 

very successful thanks to the hard work of so many. I pledge and the rest of the council pledges 

to continue, through this second semester, to try our best to raise school pride and allow it to 

impact a much wider range of students. If anyone reading this has any ideas, critiques, or 

requests, please feel free to email me: paxton.ballard.2020@stpauls.com 

 

Special Thanks to: Joanna Case, Shannon D’hemecourt, Jacob Strecker, Peyton Kilgore, Ben 

Barousse, Ethan Wilson, Walker Dubriel, Isiah Ayo, Marco Vargas, Andrew Hightower, 

Michael Slimming, Alvin Marks, Blake Bollinger, Callan Danenhower, Lucas Isolani, Davis 

Lagarde, Ben Schwing, Sam Avenel, and Luke Vargas.  
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